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Date: 1st October 2026 

 
 

FOURTH INTERNAL CALL FOR RESEARCH GRANT 

 

1.0 Introduction 

 

Mbeya University of Science and Technology (MUST) performs three core 

functions, namely; teaching and learning, conducting research and providing 

consultancy services to the public. As a means to promote research, innovation, 

knowledge generation, and the development of solutions to societal and 

institutional challenges, MUST has established Internal Research Grants to 

support small scale research projects conducted by members of the university 

academic staff.  

In this regard, the Office of the Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic, Research and 

Consultancy (DVCARC) in collaboration with the Directorate of Postgraduate 

Studies, Research and Publication (DPSRP) invites MUST academic staff to submit 

research proposals for the fourth round of internal call for research grants for the 

2025/2026 academic year. 

The Research Grant will be awarded on competitive basis following the evaluation 

and selection of eligible proposals. For the 2025/2026 MUST intends to allocate 

80 million Tanzanian Shillings to support EIGHT (8) successful applicants. Each 

successful applicant will be eligible to receive a research grant worth a maximum 

of 10 million Tanzanian Shillings. 
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1.1 Eligible Applicants 

The MUST Internal Call for Research Grant is open to MUST Academic Staff 

who are on duty. Staff who are on study leave or those who have received 

admission for pursue further studies are not eligible to apply. 

 

1.2 Requirements of Research Proposals 

 To be considered for the Internal Research Grant, research proposals must 

meet the following requirements: 

a) The proposed research must be aligned with the MUST Research 

Agenda  

b) The research must aim to generate new knowledge and contribute to 

improving livelihoods, promoting industrialization and strengthening 

socio-economic stability in Tanzania. Proposals addressing these areas 

are strongly encouraged. 

c) The proposal must be submitted by a research team of at least three 

(03) members, with at least one team member holding a PhD degree. In 

addition, the main applicant must have made at least one 

presentation at a weekly research seminar. 

d) The proposed research must be applied research or incorporate a clear 

innovation component or idea 

Note: Basic research proposals will not be funded under this grant. 

e) Research proposal submitted for consideration should have the 

following: 

i. Strong background and clear identification of the research problem 

ii. Justifiable rationale and clearly defined, achievable objectives; 

iii. Clearly outlined research activities, outputs, and outcomes in a 

logical framework (log-frame) 

iv. Strong familiarity with cutting edge and up-to-date state of art 

knowledge and developments in the relevant discipline; 

v. Clear and strong theoretical and methodological stance; 
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vi. Clear and justifiable budget component, not exceeding 10 million 

TZS; 

vii. Clear, realistic and achievable implementation time frame;  

viii. Well written (word processed using Times New Roman 12 points 

fonts and double spaced), error-free, properly structured and 

referenced using the APA style (As per University Guidelines for 

Preparing Research Proposals, Theses, Dissertations and Projects);  

ix. Should not exceed 15 A4 pages excluding appendences. 

f) The proposed research project should be completed within 12 months  

1.3.  Expected outputs from successful applicants 

Successful applicants are expected to make quarterly progress presentations 

on the implementation of their research, and publish two papers in science-

indexed journals. In the event of failure to publish or nonperformance, the 

researcher shall be required to refund full amount of funding received from 

MUST, in accordance with Part 8 of the Research Contract, page 16. 

1.4. Submission of Research Proposals 

Applicants are required to submit their research proposals in both soft and 

hard copies to the University Office of Research and Publications. Soft copies 

may also be submitted through dpsrp@must.ac.tz and 

gaspary.mwanyika@must.ac.tz  

For more details on the application process and requirements, applicants are 

advised to refer to the Guidelines for Handling Internal Calls for Research 

Grants available through Heads, Principals and on the MUST website. 

1.5. Deadline for Submission 

The deadline for submission of research proposals is 30th October 2026. 

Applicants are encouraged to ensure that their proposals are submitted before 

the deadline. Applications received after the deadline will not be processed. 
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