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MBEYA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY VICE CHANCELLOR 

ACADEMIC, RESEARCH AND CONSULTANCY 

Telephone: +255 (0)25 2957541 
E-mail: dvcarc@must.ac.tz  
Web:  www.must.ac.tz  

 

P.O. Box 131, 
Mbeya, 
Tanzania. 

 

In reply, please quote:  
  Date:  24th September 2026 

 

CALL FOR SPEAKERS 

THE 8TH MBEYA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY PUBLIC LECTURE 

 

1.0   INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 
 

Mbeya University of Science and Technology (MUST) is a public university 

established under the Universities Act, Cap. 346, and the Mbeya University of 

Science and Technology Charter, 2013. Consistent with its vision of becoming a 

leading centre of excellence for knowledge, skills and applied education in 

science and technology, the University convenes an annual Public Lecture 

Series as a flagship scholarly platform for critical engagement with questions of 

national and continental significance. 

 

Through the Public Lecture Series, MUST invites distinguished scholars, 

practitioners and public intellectuals, drawn from within the University and 

from the wider national and international community, to present original, 

evidence-informed reflections that enrich academic discourse and inform 

public policy. The Series is intended to benefit the University community, 

government, industry, civil society and the general public. 

 

The Office of the Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academic, Research and 

Consultancy, in collaboration with the Internationalisation and Convocation 

Unit, invites proposals from suitably qualified speakers for the Eighth MUST 

Public Lecture, to be delivered on 2nd December 2026. 

mailto:dvcarc@must.ac.tz
http://www.must.ac.tz/
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2.0 THEME OF THE PUBLIC LECTURE 

“Innovation for Industrial Transformation and Sustainable Development in 

the Age of Technological Change: Vision 2050” 

This theme aligns with Tanzania Development Vision 2050 (TDV 2050), which 

positions science, technology, innovation, research and development, as well as 

digital transformation as strategic drivers of a competitive, industrialised, and 

knowledge-based economy. Speakers are invited to interrogate how 

universities, industry and the state can convert scientific and technological 

capability into inclusive industrial growth and sustainable development. 

Proposals may address, but need not be confined to, the following indicative 

sub-themes: 

i. Science, technology and innovation systems for industrialisation and 

value addition; 

ii. University–industry–government partnerships, technology transfer and 

commercialisation of research; 

iii. Digital transformation, emerging technologies and the future of work; 

iv. Energy, infrastructure and logistics as enablers of industrial 

competitiveness; 

v. Inclusive and climate-resilient industrial development, including the blue 

economy, agriculture and critical minerals; and 

vi. Human capital, ethics and governance of technological change in pursuit 

of Vision 2050. 

3.0 ELIGIBILITY OF SPEAKERS 

The Public Lecture may be delivered by an internal member of the University or 

by a guest speaker. Applicants of any nationality are welcome, whether in 

public service, the private sector, civil society, academia, or retired or self-

employed practice, provided they satisfy the following criteria: 
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i. Demonstrated scholarly or professional expertise in the proposed topic, 

evidenced by a substantial record of research, practice, policy work or 

public leadership; 

ii. A recognised contribution to society, the economy or the advancement of 

knowledge in a field relevant to the theme; 

iii. Capacity to present original analysis at a level appropriate to a university 

public lecture, and to engage a mixed audience of scholars, students, 

policymakers and the public; and 

iv. Good standing. The speaker shall confirm that no legal or professional 

impediment prevents participation and that the lecture will be delivered 

in a manner consistent with the laws of the United Republic of Tanzania 

and the statutes, regulations, and academic conventions of MUST. 

 

4.0 NATURE AND FORMAT OF THE LECTURE 

The selected speaker shall deliver a public lecture of approximately forty-five to 

sixty minutes, followed by a moderated discussion. The lecture will ordinarily 

be held at the MUST Main Campus in Mbeya; a hybrid arrangement may be 

considered where circumstances warrant. The working language is English, 

with provision for interpretation where the University so determines. 

The lecture is expected to be analytically rigorous, accessible to a non-specialist but 

informed audience, and grounded in evidence. Promotional, partisan or commercially 

self-serving content is not acceptable. The University reserves the right to request 

revisions to the title, abstract or presentation to ensure alignment with the approved 

theme and with institutional standards of academic integrity. 

 

1.0 PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 

Interested speakers shall submit a concise proposal comprising the following: 

1. Proposed title of the lecture, clearly linked to the theme; 

2. An abstract of 250–400 words setting out the central argument, the 

evidence or experience on which it rests, and the intended contribution 

to debate on Vision 2050; 
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3. A biographical note of not more than 250 words, together with a 

curriculum vitae (maximum four pages) highlighting qualifications, 

appointments and selected publications or professional achievements; 

4. A written declaration of availability to deliver the lecture on a date to be 

agreed with the University, and of willingness to submit the full lecture 

text (or an approved set of presentation materials) not later than fourteen 

days before the event; and 

5. Confirmation that the content will comply with the Constitution and laws 

of the United Republic of Tanzania and with MUST rules, regulations and 

policies, including those governing academic integrity, ethics and public 

communication. 

2.0 REVIEW AND SELECTION 

The Committee formed by the Internationalisation and Convocation Unit, or a 

panel designated by the Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academic, Research and 

Consultancy, will review proposals. Assessment will consider relevance to the 

theme, originality and scholarly or professional substance, the speaker’s 

standing, and the likely public value of the lecture. The University is not 

obliged to accept any proposal and may invite a speaker directly where this 

better serves the purposes of the Series. The University's decision is final. 

 

3.0 OBLIGATIONS OF THE SELECTED SPEAKER 

i. The speaker shall accept the invitation in writing and remain available 

for the agreed date, or provide timely notice should circumstances 

change. 

ii. The lecture as delivered shall correspond to the title, abstract and 

materials that have been reviewed and approved. Material departure from 

the agreed content, or presentation of matter that is unlawful, 

defamatory, or inconsistent with University regulations, may result in 

termination of the invitation and, where applicable, recourse under the 

laws of the land. 
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iii. Unless otherwise agreed in writing, MUST may record, photograph and 

publish the lecture, including an edited text, for educational and archival 

purposes, with due acknowledgement of the speaker’s authorship. 

4.0 RECOGNITION 

Upon successful delivery of the Public Lecture, MUST shall accord the speaker: 

1. A Certificate of Appreciation; and 

2. Such other in-kind recognition as may be determined by the committee 

and approved by the Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academic, Research and 

Consultancy. 

5.0 SUBMISSION AND ENQUIRIES 

Proposals should be submitted electronically as a single PDF file, with the 

subject line “Proposal: 8th MUST Public Lecture 2026/2027” to: 

dvcarc@must.ac.tz 

For further details, interested speakers can contact Dr. Buberwa M. Tibesigwa, 

Director of the Internationalisation and Convocation Unit, at 

buberwa.tibesigwa@must.ac.tz  or +255 658 359 685, or Dr. Phesto Namayala, 

Head of External Links, at phesto.namayala@must.ac.tz  or +255 759 228 108. 

 

6.0 DEADLINE 

Proposals must be submitted by Friday, 10th October 2026. Late entries will 

only be accepted if the University provides a written extension. 

  

 

 

ISSUED BY 

 

COMMUNICATION AND MARKETING UNIT 

MBEYA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
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